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"The Nature of the 
Beast” 


Even the hack 
historian soon 
stumbles upon 
references to a beast, 
a bringer of 
Armageddon. Every 
culture of Britannia 
gives us an image of 
this beast and how it 
is to be unleashed 
upon us. 


Perhaps the most 
interpretive is that of 
the Vesperian 

gypsies, a unique clan 
of their people, who 
speak of a great beast 
of fire born from 
"water turned to 
blood.” Blood imagery 
is common throughout 
many a culture's 
Armageddon, but the 
gypsies of Vesper take 
the medium a step 
further to give us an 
omen. "Water turned 
to blood” suggests a 
sign, a warning of 
impending doom. 


Mankind's culpability 
is an issue, here, 
especially among a 
culture such as the 


Vesperian gypsy's. It 
is a man's duty, 
according to the 
Vesperian gypsies, to 
live life per a strict 
reading of personal 
destiny, usually taken 
from the palm. If an 
individual does not live 
to this desinty, then 
that individual 
threatens to upset a 
collective destiny. 
Once the collective 
destiny is 

sufficiently out of 
balance, then water, 
they say, becomes 
blood. Enter the beast 
of Armageddon. 


It is beyond the scope 
of this work to 
discuss the gypsies 
any further: their 
method of comparing 
favored and unfavored 
hands to determine one 
who has strayed from 
destiny, their peculiar 
punishements for 

those determined to 
have left their 
destinies, et cetera. 
For such a study, I 
would refer you to an 
earlier work of mine: 
"The Gypsies of 
Britannia - A Complete 
Ethnography.” 


What we may learn 
from the gypsies, and 
from all Britannian 
cultures, is clear. 
These are the four 
universals of 
Armageddon: 


One - signs will 
precurse the end. 
Those signs may be 
observable (water to 
blood, increase in 
crime and monster 
Sightings, rampaging 
undead and the 
rekindling of 
forbidden arts) or 
these signs may be 
ethereal or celestial in 
nature. 


Two - mankind is 
somewhat responsible 
for the timing of 
Armageddon. The end 

is written into 
mankind's destiny, 

but timing is linked to 
the health of the land 
and virtues, which is 
linked to mankind's 
observance and 

respect of the land and 
virtues. The Avatar, 
so recently our savior, 
has taught us that. 


Three - a beast 

will bring about the 
end. None shall be 
spared. 


Four - creation will 
begin anew. 


Thus concludes 

Chapter IV. Chapter V 
will be a summary of 
the preceding 
chapters, plus an 
annotated bibliography 
of sources. 


-Roderick the Sage 
1st Year of the Avatar 


